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§ 3401.7 Evaluation and disposition of 
applications. 

(a) Evaluation. All proposals received 
from eligible applicants in accordance 
with eligible research problem or pro-
gram areas and deadlines established in 
the applicable request for proposals 
shall be evaluated by the Adminis-
trator through such officers, employ-
ees, and others as the Administrator 
determines are particularly qualified 
in the areas of research represented by 
particular projects. To assist in equi-
tably and objectively evaluating pro-
posals and to obtain the best possible 
balance of viewpoints, the Adminis-
trator may solicit the advice of peer 
scientists, ad hoc reviewers, or others 
who are recognized specialists in the 
research program areas covered by the 
applications received. Specific evalua-
tions will be based upon the criteria es-
tablished in subpart B of this part, 
§ 3401.17, unless CSREES determines 
that different criteria are necessary for 
the proper evaluation of proposals in 
one or more specific program areas, 
and announces such criteria and their 
relative importance in the annual pro-
gram solicitation. The overriding pur-
pose of such evaluations is to provide 
information upon which the Adminis-
trator can make informed judgments in 
selecting proposals for ultimate sup-
port. Incomplete, unclear, or poorly or-
ganized applications will work to the 
detriment of applicants during the peer 
evaluation process. To ensure a com-
prehensive evaluation, all applications 
should be written with the care and 
thoroughness accorded papers for pub-
lication. 

(b) Disposition. On the basis of the Ad-
ministrator’s evaluation of an applica-
tion in accordance with paragraph (a) 
of this section, the Administrator will 
approve using currently available 
funds, defer support due to lack of 
funds or a need for further evaluations, 
or disapprove support for the proposed 
project in whole or in part. With re-
spect to approved projects, the Admin-
istrator will determine the project pe-
riod (subject to extension as provided 
in § 3401.9(c)) during which the project 
may be supported. Any deferral or dis-
approval of an application will not pre-
clude its reconsideration or a re-

application during subsequent fiscal 
years. 

§ 3401.8 Grant awards. 
(a) General. Within the limit of funds 

available for such purpose, the award-
ing official shall make research project 
grants to those responsible, eligible ap-
plicants whose proposals are judged 
most meritorious in the announced 
program areas under the evaluation 
criteria and procedures set forth in this 
part. The date specified by the Admin-
istrator as the beginning of the project 
period shall be no later than September 
30 of the Federal fiscal year in which 
the project is approved for support and 
funds are appropriated for such pur-
pose, unless otherwise permitted by 
law. All funds granted under this part 
shall be expended solely for the purpose 
for which the funds are granted in ac-
cordance with the approved application 
and budget, the regulations of this 
part, the terms and conditions of the 
award, the applicable Federal cost 
principles, and the Department’s ‘‘Uni-
form Federal Assistance Regulations’’ 
(parts 3015 and 3019 of this title). 

(b) Grant award document and notice of 
grant award—(1) Grant award documents. 
The grant award document shall in-
clude at a minimum the following: 

(i) Legal name and address of per-
forming organization or institution to 
whom the Administrator has awarded a 
rangeland research project grant under 
the terms of this part; 

(ii) Title of project; 
(iii) Name(s) and address(es) of prin-

cipal investigator(s) chosen to direct 
and control approved activities; 

(iv) Identifying grant number as-
signed by the Department; 

(v) Project period, which specifies 
how long the Department intends to 
support the effort without requiring re-
competition for funds; 

(vi) Total amount of Departmental 
financial assistance approved by the 
Administrator during the project pe-
riod; 

(vii) Legal authority(ies) under which 
the research project grant is awarded 
to accomplish the purpose of the law; 

(viii) Approved budget plan for cat-
egorizing allocable project funds to ac-
complish the stated purpose of the re-
search project grant award; and 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 05:11 Jan 25, 2006 Jkt 208026 PO 00000 Frm 00331 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208026.XXX 208026


